\ BUYING A HOUSE

M Viewing checklist
o~ It’s easy to fall in love with a property and forget to be practical. However, by keeping your wits
r< 3 . . . . .
about you and asking yourself and the agents direct questions, it’s possible to avoid problems
Our expert Kate Faulkner says that you rush hour, when the pubs close, at the home condition report; in Scotland,
o should view a property three or four times weekends and on a weekday. Try to drive from December 2008, ask for the home
1 at different times of day. Spend 15 to 30 from the property to work or school during  report (see ‘Hips need a shake-up’, p20,
: minutes looking around the property and rush hour to check the commute. In April 2007). Below is a list of questions that
[ then at least half an hour walking aroun ngland and Wales, ask to see the home you should ask yourself or the estate agent
| ] h | halfan h Iki d England and Wal k he h hould ask If or th
/.| thegeneral area. Find out what it’s like at information pack, or, if one has been done,  when you look around a property.
!
WHAT YOU SHOULD LOOK FOR: B Are there enough power sockets? YES[] NO[]
i ?
x4 Stand on the opposite side of the road and check the outside of the : :Nhhere LA :hone po;nts. - N
[ house and the roof. Also check from the back of the garden. S there enough storage? s o]
i’ B Are any rooms overlooked? YES[] NO[]
- EXTERIOR BRICKWORK EoR THEBNTIRGON
LY M Isitworn or cracked? YES[] NO[] .OR E‘B MHROOM: ] )
it B s there any render or finish? How old is it? YES[ ] NO[_] P LIt an electric shower? LS R
B Does it have power and is it earth bonded? YES[ | NO[]
) ROOF B s there a shaver socket? YES[ ] NO[]
?
B Are there any tiles missing? YES[ ] NO[] SILTCE AL L) e[
B Are the chimneys straight? ves (] No[]
Tneys STy WHAT TO TEST:
B Is the flashing secure (this is usually lead B Do the taps work ShcNAow long deesT
and makes external joins waterproof)? YES[] NO[] take for the hot water to come through? YES[ ] NO[]
B Are the drains and guttering new or old? YES[ ] NO[] m pothe light switches work? YES[] NO[]
Ifit's raining are they leaking? YESL ] NO[] m Do thewindows open and close easily? YES[] NO[]
B Are the fascias (the wooden section
under the roof) in good condition? YES[] NOL ] QUESTIONS TO ASK THE OWNER OR ESTATE AGENT:
B Where is the boiler, how old is it and when was it last serviced?
WINDOWS
B Are they double glazed? YES[] NOL ' m |sthereloftaccessand canlseeintotheloft? YES ] No [
- . _| M Dothewindow frames look secure? YES[C] NOLJ m po any chimneys work? ves[J1 Nol
— B Do they need painting? ves[ ] No[] B When was the consumer unit or fuse box
:é&ﬁ last checked?
N B Are there smoke alarms? YES[ ] NO[]
s SECURITY B Has any work been done on the property? YES[ | NO[_]
ﬁ B Are there good door locks? YES[T] NOL ] g i yes, what guarantees are there on the work?
== - W Are there good window locks? YES[] No[]
/|"'m Istherea working alarm system? vyes[ ] Nol EXTRA QUESTIONS FOR FLATS:
i ?
INSIDE THE HOUSE (EACH ROOM) : ::lt Ieiasehololl or f:‘ee’hol:. —
M s there any condensation? YES[ ] ..NO[] - \A;;:t:ii::: ’:,t:e::ott:eeZ?;eh?
B Are there any exposed wires? YES[] No[ —— o i gardgn: 7
B Are there any cracks big enough to put atgefvices arctiravecysy drajnage:
the edge of a 10p in? YES[] No[] ,
B s any decoration required? YES[] NO[] : Who pa:ys for roof répairsy ) Lo
AW “Dolany reoms need new flooring? YES[] No[] If there’s a flat above, what are the noise levels like?
./f You can print a copy of this checklist at www.which.co.uk/propertychecklist. Once you’ve made an offer and a contract has been drawn
/)| up, read it carefully to find out exactly what you’re buying, and don’t sign until you are happy.
Z , f
www.which.co.uk T g |

|

J




